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Summary 
During 2011 and 2012, Acts in Common set out to examine its member churches and how they are situated in their communities. Data Driven 

Detroit has prepared this report as a component of the Acts in Common SWOT analysis. D3 also completed an analysis of the neighborhoods 

adjacent to the Acts in Common churches, comparing the demographic and socioeconomic figures for each neighborhood. The contents of this 

report, as well as the demographic Quick Facts report, are intended to inform Acts in Common and its member churches with in-depth information 

as they proceed with the SWOT analysis and ongoing decision-making processes. Map 1 shows the location of Acts in Common churches in the 

greater Detroit area. 

 

  

Map 1. Location of Acts in Common Churches 
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Church Building and Ministry Survey Results 
In October 2011, the Southeast Michigan Synod surveyed its Acts in Common Churches on the status of their physical, social, and community 

assets. Lutheran Volunteer Corps members assisted with the collection and documentation of these surveys. The results of that survey are 

analyzed in the context of Acts in Common as a whole to highlight similarities as well as unique assets and challenges among the individual 

churches. This section of the report includes information addressing: 

• Facilities, 

• Use and Programming, 

• Repairs, 

• Finances, 

• Services and Ministry; and 

• Membership. 

All Acts in Common Churches are listed in tables and charts, though some did not respond to all or part of the survey. Blank spaces indicate a 

nonresponse on the survey form.  
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Facilities 
Acts in Common Churches provided information about their church facilities and usage. Table 1 shows information pertaining to church buildings, 

including structures additional to the main church facility. Acts in Common churches range from 7,000 to 20,000 square feet in size (see Figure 1). 

Seating in the sanctuary ranges from 160 to 380 persons, 60 to 500 for Fellowship halls. Genesis has the smallest capacity, while Salem Memorial 

has the greatest. The two largest churches in terms of square feet, Immanuel and Iroquois Avenue Christ, have lower seating capacities in both the 

sanctuaries and fellowship halls (250 and 200, 200 and 100, respectively). Three churches, Cross of Glory, Salem Memorial, and Spirit of Hope, are 

not fully accessible to those with disabilities. Immanuel and Revelation Churches do not have parking lots, and rely on street parking. 

Table 1. Church building information 

 

Church Square 
Footage 

Fully 
Accessible 

Parking 
Lot 

Parking 
Spaces 
Available 

Sanctuary 
Seating 

Fellowship 
Hall Seating 

Additional 
Buildings (on, or 
off-site) 

Cross of Glory                           8,400  Yes Yes 40 274 120 0 
Emmanuel  
Genesis                           4,900  Yes Yes 76 160 60 2 

Good Shepherd                         10,000  Yes Yes 70 300 150 0 
Gracious Saviour  Yes Yes 20 230 200 1 

Immanuel                         20,000  Yes No 250 200 1 

Iroquois Avenue Christ                         20,000  Yes Yes 50 200 100 2 

Mt. Calvary                         15,177  Yes Yes 101 200 158 1 
Revelation                           7,000  Yes No 0 100 0 
Salem Memorial                         14,200  No Yes 78 380 500 0 
Spirit of Hope Church                          7,091  No Yes 25 200 150 1 
St. Andrew Redeemer  
St. James  
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Figure 1. Building Size 
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Some Acts in Common Churches have additional buildings on, or adjacent to, their sites. Genesis, Gracious Saviour, Immanuel, Iroquois Avenue 

Christ, Mt. Calvary, and Spirit of Hope provided information about these buildings, which is summarized in Table 2. 

 

Table 2. Auxiliary Building Information 

 

 

  
 

Additional Building Descriptions 
Year 
Constructed 

Building 
Materials 

Square 
Footage 

Cross of Glory  

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Parish House (2 units); Parsonage 
Brick, Wood; 
Brick, Wood 

2,112; 
3,600 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  Parsonage (off-site) Brick 

Immanuel  Gym/Offices 1950 Brick, Wood 15,000 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  
Parsonage;                                     
Education Building 

1912;                 
1929 

Brick, Wood; 
Brick 3,200 

Mt. Calvary  Storage garage 1960 Wood 

Revelation  

Salem Memorial  

Spirit of Hope Church Education Building 1926 stone 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Building Use and Programming 
Acts in Common Church spaces are used for programs sponsored by the church, as well as outside agencies. Outside use is summarized in Table 

3. Two churches reported their churches as unavailable for outside uses: Cross of Glory and Revelation. Churches with outside programs utilizing 

space reported up to 8 non-church uses. The availability of these spaces generates income  for most churches, and most also consider programs a 

form of outreach, if only loosely. 

 

Table 3. Building Programming for Outside Uses 

 

Spaces 
Available 
for Outside 
Use 

Number 
of Uses Use Description 

Do Uses 
Generate 
Income? 

Are Programs 
Considered 
Outreach? 

Cross of Glory Yes 3 AA, NA, Neighborhood Association Yes 

Emmanuel 

Genesis Yes 2 Mack Alive Meetings, Kwanzaa Ceremony No Yes 

Good Shepherd Yes 1 Head Start Yes Yes 

Gracious Saviour Yes 8 

AA, Eastern star, DPS teachers union, NAFE, 
neighborhood association, shaker lodge, 
other church 

Yes 
(informal) No 

Immanuel Yes 2 
Head Start, Family Center, Narcotics 
Anonymous Yes Yes 

Iroquois Avenue Christ Yes 3 
Community Meetings, Indian Village 
Association, Weddings Yes Yes and No 

Mt. Calvary Yes 3 Yes Yes 

Revelation No 0 

Salem Memorial Yes 4 
Head Start, Girl Scouts, Block club, 
Neighborhood Association Yes Yes 

Spirit of Hope Church Yes 6 

AA, Trumbull Ave Presbyterian Church, 
Agape Ministries, Youthworks Detroit, Most 
Holy Trinity School Basketball, Occupy 
Detroit Yes Yes and No 

St. Andrew Redeemer 

St. James 
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A summary of church spaces commonly used for programs is included in Table 4.  Gracious Saviour, Immanuel, and Mt. Calvary report a need for 

extra space, while Cross of Glory, Emmanuel, and Iroquois Avenue Christ report underutilized spaces. 

Table 4. Current Utilization of Church Space 

 
Available Spaces 

Currently 
Need Extra 
Space? 

Underutilized 
Spaces 

Cross of Glory  Chapel, basement, classroom No Yes 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Conference Room No Yes 

Good Shepherd  Kitchens, 3 Meeting Rooms, Sanctuary No No 
Gracious Saviour  All Yes No 

Immanuel  None Yes No 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  All No Yes 

Mt. Calvary  All Yes No 

Revelation  All No 

Salem Memorial  None No No 

Spirit of Hope Church All No No 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Acts in Common churches show a wide range of church programs, for adults and children. Good Shepherd and Gracious Saviour report 4 and 7 

programs, respectively; Cross of Glory and Revelation reported the most, 16 each. Although programs are a large component of church operations, 

not all churches have evaluation processes for programs. Additionally, only Good Shepherd and Spirit of Hope churches reported a formal 

evaluation process for their programs.  

Table 5. Church Programming and Evaluation 

 

Approximate 
Number of 
Church 
Programs 

Program 
Evaluations Evaluation Process 

Most Recent 
Evaluation 

Cross of Glory  16 No   

Emmanuel      

Genesis  14 
Only for childrens' 
programs   Aug 2011 

Good Shepherd  4 Yes 
Informal: congregational meetings 
and pastor open door 

Gracious Saviour  7 No   2010 

Immanuel  10     

Iroquois Avenue Christ  13 Yes discussion sessions Oct 2010 

Mt. Calvary  Yes Open ended 

Revelation  16 No   

Salem Memorial   Yes  Surveys 
Summer 

2010 

Spirit of Hope Church 13 Yes 
Surveys, 1-on-1, annual retreat, 
leadership team Feb 2011 

St. Andrew Redeemer      

St. James        
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Most churches indicated that church programs are available to non-members. Strategies for program promotion and recruitment for Acts in 

Common churches are detailed in Tables 6 and 7. The promotion of these programs to members encompasses a wider range of media and 

techniques than promotion to non-members. 

Table 6. Program Promotion, Church Membership 

 
Written Person-to-Person Internet 

Cross of Glory  
Bulletin, postcards, worship folder, 
newsletter, boards Announcements, Phone Tree Email 

Emmanuel  
Genesis  Calendar, mailings Announcements Email 

Good Shepherd  Bulletins Calls, word of mouth Facebook 

Gracious Saviour  Bulletin, mailings Word of mouth Email 

Immanuel  

Iroquois Avenue Christ  Flyers, newsletter, letters, sign Calls Web, email 

Mt. Calvary  

Revelation  Mail, flyers 
Announcements, personal 
invitation Facebook 

Salem Memorial  Mail, sign Phone calls 

Spirit of Hope Church Flyers Announcements Email, Facebook 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Table 7. Program Promotion, Non-Members 

 
Written Person-to-Person Internet 

Cross of Glory  Bulletin boards, postcards Word of mouth, phone Email 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Flyers Word of mouth Facebook 

Good Shepherd  Bulletins Word of mouth, phone Facebook 

Gracious Saviour  Sign, mailings 

Immanuel  

Iroquois Avenue Christ  Sign, flyers 

Mt. Calvary  

Revelation  Flyers Neighborhood Association 

Salem Memorial  Flyers Neighborhood Association Email 

Spirit of Hope Church Flyers Announcements Email 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Building Repairs Projection 
Nine churches reported an immediate need for improvement to their physical buildings. Four of those nine currently have such improvements 

scheduled. These improvements and projected improvements are detailed in Table 8. 

Table 8. Inventory of Repairs 

 

Immediate 
Improvement 
Needs 

Large Scale 
Improvements 
Scheduled 

Estimates 
Secured or in 
Process? 

Environmental 
Concerns 

Needs Forecasted 
Next 2-5 Years 

Cross of Glory  

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Parsonage Yes Yes Lead 

Floor Covering in 
Church, Pipes, 
Weatherization 

Good Shepherd  Roof No 

Plumbing, Roof, Paint, 
Resurface Lot, Exterior 

Doors 

Gracious Saviour  Nursery roof No Parking lot, Central air 

Immanuel  

Roof, plumbing, 
lighting, paint, 

windows No 
Plumbing, roof, lighting, 

windows 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  
Roof, Interior 

paint Yes Yes No 
Flooring, Air 
Conditioning 

Mt. Calvary  Boiler Yes Yes No Parking lot, roof 

Revelation  

Weatherization, 
Roof, Painting, 

Cleaning No No 

Efficient 
Doors/windows, AC in 

Sanctuary, Lighting, 
Basement Windows, 

Kitchen upgrades 

Salem Memorial  Furnace No 
Parking lot, Furnace, 

Windows 

Spirit of Hope Church 

Sanctuary 
Renovation, 

Accessibility, 
Bathroom, 

Gutters Yes Yes No Plumbing, Radiators 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Finance and Budget 
The financial health of Acts in Common churches is reported in Table 9. According to reports of monthly operating cost compared to annual 

revenues, many churches are operating within a thin margin, or significantly in excess of their reported revenue streams. Of note is the wide range 

in reported maintenance and operating costs per year and revenue (see figures 2, 3, and 4). Spirit of Hope Church, in particular, reports a high 

maintenance cost in relation to overall operating cost. In contrast, Immanuel and Iroquois Avenue Christ do not figure maintenance costs as high, 

though their overall operating costs are similar to Spirit of Hope. 

Table 9. Finances 

 

Monthly 
Maintenance 
Estimate 

Yearly 
Maintenance 
Estimate 

Yearly Cost of 
Property 
Upkeep 
(landscaping, 
etc.) 

Monthly 
Operating 
Cost 

Projected 
Yearly 
Operating 
Cost 

Annual Church 
Revenue 
Reported 

Sources of 
Revenue 
Reported 
(Offerings, 
Bequests, etc.) 

Cross of Glory   
$16,800 

 
$9,936 $119,231 $134,501 4 

Emmanuel  

Genesis     
$17,000 $204,000 $300,000 5 

Good Shepherd  $3,000 $36,000 
 

$4,228 $50,736 $51,291 2 

Gracious Saviour  $520 $7,000 
 

$8,625 $103,500 $92,078 3 

Immanuel  $500 $6,000 $4,000 $19,150 $229,800 $206,100 5 
Iroquois Avenue 
Christ  

$1,223 $11,050 $3,625 $14,623 $175,476 $177,079 
4 

Mt. Calvary  $1,400 $16,800 - $15,645 $187,740 $188,348 

Revelation  $1,666 $20,000 $1,500 $9,441 $113,292 $117,000 6 

Salem Memorial  $316 $3,800 $2,000 
   

Spirit of Hope 
Church 

$3,800 $45,600 $1,500 $13,250 $159,000 $159,000 
4 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer        

St. James        
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Figure 2. Maintenance Costs 
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Figure 3. Operating Costs and Maintenance Expenses 
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Figure 4. Church Revenue 
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Services and Ministry 
Acts in Common Churches provided information about their church leadership and services. Table 10 shows information about pastors and other 

church staff. Only Spirit of Hope church has full time staff aside from its pastor. Most churches have part time staff. 

 

Table 10. Church Staff Information 

 
Pastor Full or Part Time Tenure (Years) FT Staff PT Staff 

Cross of Glory  Reverend Michael Rothgery FT 6 No Yes 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Reverend Steele PT Interim No Yes 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  None No No 

Immanuel  Reverend Patrick FT 13 No Yes 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  Reverend Maxey L. Christmas FT 3 No Yes 

Mt. Calvary  Reverend Roger Facione FT 9 Yes 

Revelation  Reverend Doris Harris Mars PT 6 No Yes 

Salem Memorial  Reverend Michael Johnson and Reverend Kirstin Tannas PT 4 No Yes 

Spirit of Hope Church Reverend Matthew Bode FT 9 Yes Yes 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Table 11. Church Services 

 

Number of 
Services 

Recent Changes 
in Number of 

Services Offered 
Average Service 

Attendance 
Christmas Service 

Attendance 
Easter Service 

Attendance 

Cross of Glory  1 0 68 200 157 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  1 0 80 80 120 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  1 0 55 30 125 

Immanuel  2 0 155 200 250 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  1 -1 42 29 91 

Mt. Calvary  2 0 104 232 242 

Revelation  1 0 40 50 70 

Salem Memorial  1 0 39 60 60 

Spirit of Hope Church 2 0 51 42 82 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Figure 5. Church Attendance Comparison
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Figure 6. Attendance as Percent of Seating Capacity 
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Acts in Common Churches reported between 60 and 320 active members each. Table 12 and Figure 7 show membership information as reported 

by churches. Information relating to member activity such as baptisms, weddings, and funerals is included in Table 13. 

Table 12. Membership 

 

Number of 
Active 
Members 

Collect Member 
Information 

Member 
communion 

Actively 
Recruiting 
New 
Members? 

Cross of Glory  180 No 96% No 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  110 Yes 97% Yes 

Good Shepherd  80% 

Gracious Saviour  60 Yes 100% Yes 

Immanuel  130 No Somewhat 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  67 Yes 80% Yes 

Mt. Calvary  320 Yes 

Revelation  70 No 100% Yes 

Salem Memorial  30 Yes 55% Yes 

Spirit of Hope Church 107 Yes 75% Yes 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Figure 7. Active Members 
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Table 13. Church-Hosted Events 

 
Baptisms Weddings Confirmations First Communions Funerals 

Cross of Glory  4 1 2 2 8 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  8 1 4 6 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  3 0 0 0 2 

Immanuel  15 2 4 0 2 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  2 4 2 0 3 
Mt. Calvary  8 8 3 13 

Revelation  4 0 0 0 

Salem Memorial  2 0 1 2 3 

Spirit of Hope Church 5 2 4 4 
St. Andrew Redeemer  
St. James  
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Table 14 shows church volunteer initiatives. Cross of Glory and Revelation churches are not actively involved in volunteer efforts. Efforts to prevent 

hunger in communities and neighborhood development efforts feature prominently among Acts in Common church activities. 

Table 14. Volunteer Activity 

 

Church 
Volunteering Volunteer activities 

Cross of Glory  Yes Food pantry, Good Samaritan Fund, Regent Park Association 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Yes Genesis Hope, Riverfront East Congregational Initiative 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  Yes Soup kitchen, Ronald McDonald, neighborhood walks 

Immanuel  Yes Food pantry, neighborhood walks 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  Yes 
Gleaners, Indian Village association, Riverfront East 
congregational initiative 

Mt. Calvary  

Revelation  No 

Salem Memorial  Yes 
Neighborhood tree plantings, events at Marquette School, 
Cornerstone Village, food pantry, community garden 

Spirit of Hope Church Yes 
Neighborhood cleanups, park cleanups, food pantry and 
kitchen, farm, mentoring, HIV prevention 

St. Andrew Redeemer  

St. James  
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Churches were asked to describe the strengths and challenges unique to their ministry. Table 15 lists these responses. 

Table 15. Ministry Strengths and Challenges 

 
Ministry Strengths Ministry Challenges 

Cross of Glory  

Music, lay leadership, VBS, funfest, building 
condition, diversity in age, food pantry, generosity, 
youth group, Sunday school 

burnout, membership loss, disconnected 
with neighbors, bible study, too white, 
tradition, visitor follow-up 

Emmanuel  

Genesis  Lay leadership, pastor's push for solid worship 

Diminishing population and resources, 
church diminishing as an important 
neighborhood institution 

Good Shepherd  

Gracious Saviour  

Friendly and welcoming, acceptance, members 
have a strong history here, ability to maintain 
congregation without pastor 

Not having a pastor, generational gaps in 
ministry preferences 

Immanuel  Worship, small groups, youth, outreach Change, welcoming new people 

Iroquois Avenue Christ  
Building spaces, parking, intergenerational, 
diversity of membership 

Building maintenance, history/tradition, 
location, age of congregants 

Mt. Calvary  Financial, Neighborhood blight 

Revelation  Diversity of Gifts and Ministries 
Consistency in attendance, connecting to 
the neighborhood  

Salem Memorial  

Spirit of Hope Church 
Community and neighborhood presence, social 
activism, preaching, welcoming (LGBT), diversity 

Tithes and offerings don't cover expenses 
(low income community), few staff, youth 
ministry effectiveness, aging building, 
intentional diversity may be off-putting 

St. Andrew Redeemer  
High percentage of active members, willingness to 
serve and address racism, clear vision, partnership 

Financial resources, short amount of time to 
change focus of congregation after the 
community has changed, a lot of serving to 
do with a small group of people 

St. James  
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Church Member Survey: New Ministry Models 
In October 2011, members of 11 Acts in Common Churches and Grace in Action were surveyed on basic demographic information, as well as their personal 

relationship to the church. The survey itself was written by Acts in Common with input from church leadership. Lutheran Volunteer Corps members and the Acts in 

Common office collected survey responses. This information is summarized in this section of the report. Surveys were taken at Sunday services over two weeks 

and were fully anonymous.  

Member Information 
Tables 16 through 18, and Figures 8 and 9, summarize information members were asked to provide about themselves. The responses illustrate general trends in 

membership and household makeup, but should not be considered definitive demographic reports of church attendees or members.  

Responses from Mt. Calvary Church are denoted with an asterisk* because responses to this survey were provided by the church in aggregate. Because individual 

responses were not provided, not all information in this section of the report was tabulated. 

Table 16. Member Age Distribution 

 Cross of 
Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Ave. Christ 

Mt. 
Calvary* 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit of 
Hope 

St. 
Andrew 

Redeemer 

GIA 

Under 18 0 5 0 0 4 3  0 0 2 2 3 
18 -21 2 3 1 1 5 1  2 0 4 1 0 
22 - 30 1 3 1 1 7 1 3 4 0 5 1 3 
31 - 40 2 4 3 0 6 1 10 4 0 1 1 0 
41 - 55 7 16 4 11 15 7 18 7 5 8 4 0 
55 - 65 11 14 4 2 9 9 12 7 4 7 4 0 
Over 65 10 16 11 13 6 11 30 9 1 2 5 0 
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Figure 8. Member Age Distribution 
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Table 17. Marital Status 

 Cross 
of 
Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Avenue 
Christ 

Mt. 
Calvary 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit 
of 
Hope 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

Grace 
in 
Action 

Single 9 20 6 7 23 10  10 4 16 6 4 
Married 16 26 9 9 12 16  12 4 5 6 2 
Divorced 3 8 3 4 6 2  5 0 4 3 0 
Separated 0 1 0 1 3 1  1 0 2 1 0 
Widowed 5 7 4 7 5 4  4 2 1 1 0 
Other 0 0 0 1 3 0  0 0 3 0 0 
 

Table 18. Household Information 

 Cross 
of Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Grace In 
Action 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Avenue 
Christ 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit 
of Hope 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

Average Household 
Size 

2.53 2.30 2.63 3.83 2.57 2.76 2.59 2.64 1.80 3.53 3.06 

Percentage of 
Household Members 

who attend church 

85.2% 65.9% 69.8% 43.5% 84.7% 89.1% 84.3% 60.9% 66.7% 76.4% 54.5% 

            
Percent of Total 

Household Members 
who are: 

           

Parents 24.7% 26.1% 36.5% 21.7% 38.9% 33.3% 45.8% 17.2% 22.2% 26.4% 34.5% 
Children 28.4% 22.5% 33.3% 17.4% 34.7% 27.5% 32.5% 31.0% 16.7% 31.1% 43.6% 

Grandparents 4.9% 3.6% 7.9% 17.4% 2.8% 2.2% 0.0% 1.1% 11.1% 1.9% 1.8% 
Foster Children 0.0% 1.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Other 24.7% 2.2% 0.0% 0.0% 2.8% 0.7% 0.0% 9.2% 0.0% 10.4% 7.3% 
Percent of Church-

attending Household 
members who are: 

           

Parents 17.4% 24.2% 27.3% 0.0% 24.6% 10.6% 25.7% 13.2% 25.0% 18.5% 13.3% 
Children 20.3% 22.0% 15.9% 0.0% 19.7% 9.8% 20.0% 9.4% 0.0% 28.4% 13.3% 

Grandparents 1.4% 2.2% 4.5% 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.2% 3.3% 
Foster Children 0.0% 1.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Other 17.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.5% 0.0% 7.4% 3.3% 
 



31 
 

Figure 9. Household Church Attendance 
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Distance traveled to church and estimated attendance frequency are listed in Tables 19 and 20. Most members who responded to the survey indicated that they 

lived close to the church (less than 25 miles away). Members also predominantly indicated they attend church every week. Figure 10 shows the percentages of 

survey respondents who indicated they attended services every week. 

 

Table 19. How far do you travel to church? 

Miles Cross of 
Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Avenue Christ 

Mt. 
Calvary* 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit of 
Hope 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

Grace in 
Action 

5-10 5 22 8 6 3 5 19 12 3 6 3 0 

11 -15  3 19 3 5 6 4 15 3 1 13 5 0 

16 -25 2 6 3 4 5 7 1 0 0 3 4 0 

Over 
25 

4 1 0 0 0 0  3 0 0 3 0 

 

Table 20. How often do you attend church? 

 Cross of 
Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Avenue Christ 

Mt. 
Calvary* 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit of 
Hope 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

Grace in 
Action 

Weekly 29 53 23 26 46 29 59 26 8 25 15 1 

2x 
month 

2 6 1 2 3 3 15 2 2 4 1 3 

6x Year 1 1 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 

Other 1 1 1 1 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 
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Figure 10. Weekly church attendance 
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Monetary contributions to the church include offerings, gifts, and other donations throughout the year. Member contributions across the Acts in 

Common churches vary widely, as shown in Table 21. Immanuel, Mt. Calvary, and Revelation have relatively even distributions of giving. Genesis, 

Iroquois Avenue Christ, and Spirit of Hope have more skewed distributions. 

Table 21. How much do you contribute to the church annually? 

 Cross of 
Glory 

Genesis Good 
Shepherd 

Gracious 
Saviour 

Immanuel Iroquois 
Ave. Christ 

Mt. 
Calvary* 

Revelation Salem 
Memorial 

Spirit of 
Hope 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

GIA 

Under $100 9 8 9 6 16 6 16 6 0 16 2 3 

$101 - $250 1 10 0 4 9 3 8 9 1 4 3 0 

$251 to $500 1 7 0 4 2 3 3 4 2 1 2 0 

$501 to $750 5 7 2 1 5 1 8 1 0 2 2 0 

$750 or More 15 28 13 14 18 19 11 11 7 7 7 0 
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 Personal Relationship with the Church 
The survey included questions about how church members interact with the church, as well as their feelings about their church membership.  

Table 22 lists the numbers of responses indicating personal investment in the community where the church is located. Many members indicated that 

they live within the church community (although community is not defined specifically), and a significant number said they currently volunteer in 

some capacity. Figure 11 shows the percentage of respondents indicating their residence in the church community, as compared to those who live 

more than 10 miles away. The overlap between these categories seems to indicate a broad definition of community among respondents. Also, 

fewer people overall responded to the question listing the distance traveled to church. 

Table 23 details individuals’ feelings about the church in response to their spiritual needs, situation, and relevance to the world at large.  

Table 22. Relationship to Church and Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number who live in 
church community 

 

Number who currently 
volunteer at or with the 

church 
 

Number who indicated they 
would like to volunteer 

Cross of Glory 20 60.6% 26 78.8% 16 

Genesis 24 38.7% 49 79.0% 41 

Good Shepherd 11 44.0% 23 92.0% 19 

Grace In Action 5 100.0% 0 0.0% 3 

Gracious Saviour 13 44.8% 28 96.6% 20 

Immanuel 36 70.6% 44 86.3% 39 

Iroquois Avenue Christ 20 60.6% 28 84.8% 17 

Revelation 12 36.4% 29 87.9% 28 

Salem Memorial 6 60.0% 10 100.0% 10 

Spirit of Hope 13 41.9% 22 78.6% 24 

St. Andrew Redeemer 4 22.2% 13 72.2% 16 



35 
 

Figure 11. Members and Community 
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Table 23. Feelings about Church and Sermons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information about respondents’ awareness of and willingness to participate in active recruitment for the church is included in Table 24. Responses 

are generally positive but vary across the Acts in Common churches. 

Table 24. Member Recruitment 

 Are you aware of 
activities to reach out 
to new members from  
friends, families, or 

acquaintances? 

Are you aware of such 
activities targeting the 
community where the 

church is located? 

Would you be willing to participate 
in outreach to friends, families or 

acquaintances? 

Would you be willing to 
participate in outreach in the 

community where the 
church is located? 

Cross of Glory 15 48.4% 16 51.6% 18 58.1% 13 41.9% 

Genesis 44 71.0% 45 73.8% 36 63.2% 42 75.0% 

Good Shepherd 12 50.0% 5 21.7% 18 81.8% 24 100.0% 

Grace In Action 1 20.0% 1 20.0% 3 60.0% 1 20.0% 

Gracious Saviour 18 72.0% 19 79.2% 19 79.2% 22 95.7% 

Immanuel 43 89.6% 45 95.7% 44 97.8% 43 95.6% 

Iroquois Avenue Christ 24 75.0% 23 71.9% 25 80.6% 22 71.0% 

Mt. Calvary* 22 57% 21 53% 18 64% 20 57% 

Revelation 25 78.1% 28 90.3% 29 100.0% 26 83.9% 

Salem Memorial 7 77.8% 8 88.9% 8 100.0% 9 100.0% 

Spirit of Hope 24 82.8% 18 64.3% 22 84.6% 23 88.5% 

St. Andrew Redeemer 9 52.9% 8 47.1% 10 71.4% 15 93.8% 

 Church is meeting spiritual 
needs 

Sermons are relevant to life 
situation 

Sermons are relevant to the world 
situation 

Cross of Glory 26 89.7% 19 67.9% 23 76.7% 

Genesis 52 92.9% 56 94.9% 52 92.9% 

Good Shepherd 17 73.9% 20 83.3% 16 72.7% 

Grace In Action 3 60.0% 3 75.0% 2 50.0% 

Gracious Saviour 23 88.5% 23 88.5% 23 92.0% 

Immanuel 46 100.0% 46 97.9% 43 97.7% 

Iroquois Avenue 
Christ 

33 100.0% 32 97.0% 29 87.9% 

Mt. Calvary* 50 90.0% 40 93% 37 88.8% 

Revelation 31 93.9% 31 96.9% 30 96.8% 

Salem Memorial 10 100.0% 10 100.0% 10 100.0% 

Spirit of Hope 30 100.0% 29 100.0% 28 93.3% 

St. Andrew 
Redeemer 

13 72.2% 15 88.2% 13 81.3% 

*responses from Grace in Action may reference services at other churches 
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Table 25 lists responses for participation in church programs. Programs are listed in order of popularity for Acts in Common as a whole, and only 

programs where at least 5 individuals indicated participating are listed. The number of respondents who indicated participating in each program is 

also listed for each church, to differentiate among programs offered only at one church location. 

Table 25. Church Program Participation 

 Acts in 
Common 

Total Cross Gen. 
Good 
Shep. Gr. Sav. Imm. Iroq. Calvary Rev. Salem SoH STAR GIA 

Bible study                                   
96  

                        
3  

                         
20  

                           
9  

                           
8  

                                      
4  

                                    
12  

                         
16  

                          
3  

                                 
11  

                                   
9  

                         
1  

Choir                                   
55  

                      
12  

                          
8  

                           
2  

                           
5  

                                    
12  

                                      
7  

                           
5  

                          
2  

                                 
-    

                                   
1  

                         
1  

Sunday 
Worship 

                                  
24  

                      
24  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

vacation 
bible school 

                                  
24  

                      
15  

                          
1  

                         
-    

                           
4  

                                    
-    

                                      
3  

                          
-    

                          
1  

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Sunday 
School 

                                  
22  

                      
10  

                          
1  

                           
5  

                           
2  

                                    
-    

                                      
3  

                          
-    

                          
1  

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Food Pantry                                   
20  

                        
4  

                          
1  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                      
3  

                                      
5  

                          
-    

                          
2  

                                   
5  

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Small Group 
Bible Study 

                                  
19  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
19  

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Coffee & 
Fellowship 

                                  
18  

                      
18  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Midweek 
Advent 

                                  
14  

                      
14  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Annual 
Meeting 

                                  
13  

                      
13  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Midweek 
Lent 

                                  
13  

                      
13  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Usher                                   
11  

                       
-    

                          
3  

                         
-    

                           
4  

                                      
4  

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Church 
Council 

                                  
10  

                        
6  

                          
1  

                           
1  

                           
2  

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Fall Fun Fest                                    
9  

                        
9  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Leadership 
Team 

                                   
9  

                       
-    

                          
3  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                          
4  

                                   
1  

                                   
2  

                        
-    

Assistant 
Minister 

                                   
8  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                           
1  

                                      
3  

                                      
1  

                          
-    

                          
3  

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    
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Acts in 
Common 

Total Cross Gen. 
Good 
Shep. Gr. Sav. Imm. Iroq. Calvary Rev. Salem SoH STAR GIA 

Consecration 
Sunday 

                                   
7  

                        
7  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

GANG                                    
7  

                        
7  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

WOGS                                    
7  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                           
7  

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

              
Harvest 
Festival 

                                   
6  

                        
6  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Thanksgiving                                    
6  

                        
6  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Worship & 
Music 

                                   
6  

                        
5  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                      
1  

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Blessed 
Hands 

                                   
5  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                           
5  

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Game Night                                    
5  

                        
5  

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Jerusalem 
Ministry 

                                   
5  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                           
5  

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

MOGS                                    
5  

                       
-    

                          
3  

                         
-    

                           
2  

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                 
-    

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Spirit Farm                                    
5  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                         
-    

                                    
-    

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                   
5  

                                 
-    

                        
-    

Youth 
ministry 

                                   
5  

                       
-    

                         
-    

                           
1  

                           
2  

                                      
1  

                                    
-    

                          
-    

                         
-    

                                   
1  

                                 
-    

                        
-    

 
 

 

Table 25 Continued 


